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DECEMBER 3RD-5TH, 2019
EMBASSY SUITES DFW NORTH

2401 BASS PRO DRIVE GRAPEVINE, TX 76051

December 2nd

December 3rd

December 4th

December 5th

FLOC DECEMBER EVENT

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Social Hour in Atrium 
4:00 pm Arrive and Hotel Check-in 

8:00 am         Breakfast 
9:00 am         Ice Breaker Activity
9:30 am         Committee Business
11:00 am       Break Out Into Groups for Local Questionnaire 
12:00 pm       Lunch 
1:00 pm         Effective Communication Skills
 

8:00 am         Breakfast 
9:00 am         Steward Training with Gary Schultz
11:00 am       Lunch
12:00 pm       Drive to Tarrant Food Bank
12:30 pm       Volunteer at Tarrant Food Bank 
7:00 pm         Social evening with Veterans Committee @ Local 513
 

8:00 am         Breakfast 
9:00 am         What's Next
10:00 am       Evaluations
11:00 am       Finish
 



Transport Workers Union of America founding president Michael
J. Quill formed the union in New York in 1934. It was the height of
the Great Depression, and through his active, militant approach
to organizing, Quill brought together thousands of the city’s
transit workers to fight back against the greedy companies taking
advantage of them and of the nation’s dire economic situation.
Workers were being hired and fired at will, they were underpaid,
they were overworked, and they were mistreated; several
previous attempts to organize a union had failed. 
 
With Mike Quill at the helm, the union lead strikes and sit-ins that
brought the city to its knees, demonstrating once and for all that
without transit workers, New York City—and the entire American
economy—wouldn’t move. The TWU won that battle, and we’ve
been winning ever since.Expanding its reach outside of New York,
the TWU then began to organize transit and railroad workers in
cities across the country in the 1940s. Later, as the nation’s
fledgling aviation industry took off, the TWU was right there,
organizing flight attendants, baggage handlers, grounds crews,
and dispatchers. Soon after, public utilities providing energy to
transit companies came under the TWU’s protection, as did
maintenance workers at colleges and universities and civilian
employees on military bases.

TWU
 History 



Looking beyond transit, health department employees and
museum curators are just some of the many dynamic workers
around the country that know the benefits of TWU
representation. In a new century, new models of transportation
began to emerge and the TWU has brought workplace rights to
bikeshare workers in Boston, Chicago, San Francisco, New York,
Washington, D.C., Phoenix, Cleveland and Jersey City. At every
step of the way, the TWU fights for equality in the workplace, and
has spoken out against discrimination based on race, job title,
and ethnicity ever since its founding. 
 
The TWU’s record on civil rights is unparalleled: one of the union’s
proudest moments is when Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. addressed
the TWU convention in 1961, and when TWU members marched
with Dr. King in Selma in 1965. From Quill’s fight to open up
trades and job titles to minorities in the 1930s to the contractual
guarantee of maternity leave in the 1980s, the TWU has always
recognized that discrimination for any reason has no business in
the workplace. The union’s membership is as diverse as the job
titles it represents. The union is committed to preserving and
fighting for Quill’s ideals today, remaining “United Invincible” in the
effort to ensure all members are treated with dignity and respect.



Michael Quill was an industrial unionist based on the beliefs and
teachings of James Connolly and James Larkin and one of the first
politicians to truly understand the power of identity politics.  
 
During Ireland’s war of independence from 1919 to 1921, the
teenage Mike Quill was a dispatch rider for the IRA. His family
home served as headquarters of the Kerry No.2 brigade of the
Irish Republican Army.
 
His uncle’s house, also in Kilgarvan, was a home so renowned for
its revolutionary sympathies that the occupying garrison of Black-
and-Tans derisively nick-named it “Liberty Hall,” which at the time
was the headquarters of the Irish Citizens Army. (Liberty Hall is
now the headquarters to Ireland’s largest labor organization,
SIPTU, the Services Industrial Professional and Technical Union.
 
Quill came to the U.S. in 1926 and become a transit worker in
1926 at age 21, thanks to an uncle on the job. He was well aware
of previous and ongoing efforts to organize the workers along
craft lines. And he was aware of how the transit bosses played off
one craft against another, and one ethnicity against another to
keep the workers unorganized and under their thumb.
 

Michael J Quill Bio



And Quill’s core belief that wall to wall organization, despite racial
and ethnic differences, led to his greatest challenge and surely
his greatest victory. That being the organization of 14,000
workers on the Interboro Rapid Transit Company (IRT).
 
And his belief was known right out of the box with the union’s
first publication, as follows:
 
"Our aim is at all time to safeguard, protect and improve the working
conditions and living standards of all transport workers regardless of
race, color, creed, nationality, or political views or affiliations. We are
based firmly on the principle of industrial unionism and militant
struggle against company unionism and craft unionism. We believe in
one union for all transport workers including all crafts, departments
and lines." -Michael J Quill 
 
Quill’s slogan was: “One Industry, One Union, One Fight.”
 
This was quite radical for the transit industry. And what Quill did
next, was even more radical. He truly practiced what he
preached by reaching out to the IRT’s black workers who were
the lowest paid and relegated only to Porter positions.
 



 
No other attempt to organize had ever included the black workers.
Quill worked with activists in the Porter title and formed the Porters
Committee for the Transport Workers Union. 
 
When the votes were counted on the IRT in 1937, the Porters title
voted 1,452 to 69 for the TWU.
 
Quill would go on to organize NYC Omnibus Corporation workers,
workers at Fifth Avenue Coach Company, BMT workers and thousands
of other workers across the United States.
 
However, Quill was not only active in opposition to anti-black racism. In
1937 he was elected as an American Labor Party city councillor for the
Bronx. The late 1930s saw the growth in New York of the anti-semitic
Christian Front, which Quill resolutely opposed. In 1939, Christian Front
supporters disrupted a TWU rally in the Bronx and Quill was
denounced in their literature as an agent of ‘Judeo-communists’. Hate
mail attacked ‘Moe Quillinsky’ for pretending to be an 'Irishman’. 
 
Quill was also the subject of violent anti-communist attacks from
influential clerics such as Edward Lodge Curran who agitated among
transit workers in an attempt to weaken the TWU. 



 
In contrast, Jewish organizations and newspapers such as the Jewish
Daily Forward supported Quill’s election campaigns and argued that
Jewish New Yorkers ‘needed’ an ally like Quill. In January 1966, Quill
defied a New York City court-order and called a city wide transit
strike that lasted 12 days. 
 
It brought the city to a halt and resulted in a landmark victory that
changed the course of US labor relations forever. However, for the
union’s thousands of members the victory was bittersweet, for Quill,
who had been arrested for his role in the strike, suffered a heart-
attack in jail and died a few short days after claiming victory.
 
“He spent his life ripping the chains of bondage off his fellow man,”
Martin Luther King declared in a tribute following Quill’s death. 
"This is a man the ages will remember.”



 
December 3rd, 2019
Time: 10:00 am 
 

I. Call to Order
 

II. Pledge 
 

III. Approval of Agenda 
 

IV. Old Business:
      1. Approve Meeting Minutes from August 
      2. Review Bylaws Change of Committee Name & Vote 

 
V. New Business 
       1. Update from Locals with Young Worker Committees
       2. Fill out Young Workers Questionnaires
       3. Discuss Future Conferences, Dates and Meetups
       4. Long term goals of Committee 
       5. International Update 
 
 VI. Comments 

 
 VII. Adjournment

Committee Business Agenda 



TWU International Contact Information: 

 
 TWU International Administrative Vice President: 

Mike Mayes 
Email: mmayes@twu.org 

 
TWU International Campaign Organizer:

Heather Laverty  
Email: hlaverty@twu.org

 
For General Questions:

 Email: twuflocboard@gmail.com
 

Co-Chair: Raychel Armstrong
Phone: (407) 620-4305 

Email: twu577raychel@gmail.com
 

Co-Chair: Wyatt Gray
Phone: (817) 707-5595

Email: wyattgraytwu@gmail.com
 

Recording Secretary: Jordan Bravo
Phone: (407) 242-2758

Email: jordanbravo12@icloud.com
 

Head of Social Media/Communication: Jarrod Gillen 
Phone: (786) 512-6889

Email: jarrod.gillen@twulocal568.com
 

Contact Us 



Online Resources 

@TWUFLOC

Like our Page: 
TWU Future Leaders Organizing Committee 
 
Join our Group: 
FLOC Conference

Google Drive FLOC: shorturl.at/pBRU5
Drive includes: Resources, Bylaws, Meeting Minutes,
Contact Information 

Websites
 

Labor Notes
Labor Notes is a network of rank-and-file members, local union leaders, and labor activists who
know the labor movement is worth fighting for. You can sign up to receive email updates and

Labor Notes also has a Monthly Newsletter they send out for $30.00 a yr. 
www.LaborNotes.org

 

TWU Online 
Do you receive the monthly TWU Express newsletter? 

Have you registered online as a member?
Sign up @ www.TWU.org 

 

AFL-CIO
AFL-CIO is a democratic, voluntary federation of 55 national and international labor unions that

represent 12.5 million working men and women.
www.aflcio.org 

 

Official Website
www.floc.twu.org

http://labornotes.org/

